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Reform is a lively, challenging magazine with a readership of 8,000*. As the official magazine of the United 
Reformed Church, it is at the heart of Church life, a valued resource for leaders and lay people alike. The 
mix of theology, news, reviews and comment attracts new readers to Reform every month, and praise for its 
excellent design and engaging writing.

The magazine was redesigned in the summer of 2013 and has a loyal readership, built up since its creation 
in 1972. In 2015, a digital version of the magazine was launched, offering readers the opportunity to access the 
magazine – plus extra content – on computers, tablets and/or smartphones. (See page five for more details.)

Reform’s content has a constant focus on the practical: social action, aid, activism, political engagement and 
justice. At the same time, there is a strong theological element, with contributions from major scholars and 
plenty of in-depth debates, Bible studies and book reviews every month. We love the arts as well, publishing 
a full-page artwork in every issue, along with reviews of films, exhibitions, music and theatre performances.

Reform is published by the United Reformed Church, but while it has particular appeal for URC members, its 
readers are from a wide range of churches. In recent years it has broadened its outlook and is bringing in an 
ever wider spectrum of readers and contributors.

Circulation
• 4,000 copies are printed each month. These are distributed to: paid subscribers (both individual and 
church-based), theology colleges, libraries, Christian events and press contacts.

On average, each copy of Reform is read by two people.*  
(*verified by survey data collated in 2008: responses from 1,200 readers)

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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Threads through Creation exhibition 

Panel 6: Water & Sky – splash with colour

Jacqui Parkinson, 2023

When twelve members from our local church 

visited Ely Cathedral for a prayer and study 

day based around a textile exhibition, they 

were not prepared for the sheer size and 

exuberance of the works on display. It was, 

they said, ‘almost overwhelming beauty, God’s 

abundance and extravagant imagination, no 

constraints’. Born in Manchester, the artist 

Jacqui Parkinson taught drama and directed 

an arts centre before joining an evening class 

in stitching. She was hooked! She went on to 

take a degree in embroidered textiles and has 

been making huge textile panels ever since. 

Her designs are constructed mainly using 

paint, hand stitching, beads and ribbons, 

appliqué work, and photo printed linens. 

Panel 6 of this series focusses on the creation 

of the seas, inspired by the sheer abundance 

and diversity of the creatures in and around 

earth’s oceans, seas and rivers. 

Art in focus is curated by Meryl Doney
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‘Plastic-making nations wrecked talks’ – Tearfund

Christian charity Tearfund 
called for bolder 
cooperation between 
governments following 
the disappointing result of 
plastic treaty talks in Kenya 
in November. Governments, corporations and NGOs, 
met in Nairobi for the third 
session of talks drafting 
international rules against 
plastic pollution. 

Proposals were made for meetings before the next 
talks, in Canada in April, 
that could strengthen its 
provisions, but on the last 
night of talks these plans 
were defeated. Tearfund 
blamed a coalition of 
plastic-producing countries and petrochemical 
interest groups who, said 
the charity, aimed ‘to 
significantly delay progress’.

The final round of talks 
will conclude in November 
2024 in South Korea. 

The Revd Dennis Nthenge, Chaplain to the Archbishop 
of Kenya and a Tearfund 
campaigner, said, ‘I urge 
citizens around the world to join a global rallying in 2024 
to demand decisive action 
against plastic pollution, 
tipping the scales towards a world-changing treaty.’ 

Every minute enough 
waste to cover a football 
pitch is dumped or burned in Africa, says Tearfund.  

NewsQUOTE OF THE MONTH

T H E  M O N T H i n  n u m b e r s

The Bishops are expected to discuss the details in 
December, the Church Times said, with the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York 
using their powers to issue 
experimental liturgy, though it is not known when. 

The proposal specifies 
stand-alone services of 
blessing, rather than acts of blessing within other services. The motion passed in an amended form. The original version did not include the 

provision for a trial period.
The vote was met with 

gasps, according to the Church Times, and with shouts from the public gallery ‘that the 
Synod was “serving Satan”’.

The chair of the Synod, 
Geoffrey Tattersall KC, 
suggested during the debate that a war was taking place 
over which side could applaud the loudest. 

News

King meets UK
faith leaders

King Charles marked Interfaith Week in November by meeting 30 faith leaders in Lambeth 
Palace Library. Guests talked to the king about ‘what their communities are experiencing in the light of global conflicts’, said the palace. 

The event was hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. Guests included the Chief Rabbi, Sir Ephraim Mirvis; Aliya Azam from the Al Khoei Foundation; and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols.

During the visit, they were shown artefacts from the 
library’s collection, including  rare copies of the Quran, a 
Hebrew dictionary, medieval scrolls and letters of friendship between global faith leaders.

Mr Welby called the 
King’s visit ‘a wonderful 
encouragement to remain 
united in partnership and 
friendship – as many people of faith are doing across the country’.

CofE votes for 
same-sex blessings
The Church of England has decided to offer services of blessing to same-sex couples for a trial period. The General Synod voted by narrow 

majorities in each of its three houses on 15 November. 

CALM IN THE STORM

FLOWING WITH FLOWERS

T h i s  m o n t h  i n  h i s t o r y

‘I had been in the presence of God. I was certain of it.’The actor Matthew Perry on the experience that brought him to sobriety

A concept image from Jesus (2025), an animated film about the life of Jesus due to be released for 

Christmas 2025. Its makers say it will eventually be available in more than 2,000 languages. 

The Christmas rebellion, or the Baptist War, began on Christmas Day 1831, when one-fifth of the enslaved population of Jamaica rose up against their captivity. Led by the Baptist deacon Samuel Sharp, it started as a strike, but 50,000 captives escaped and burnt 150 buildings. British colonists killed 400 in repressing the revolt and executed 100 more, destroying 13 Baptist churches. The British Colonial Secretary blamed the slave owners for refusing to negotiate the abolition, or even reform, of slavery, saying ‘the opportunity of conceding with dignity and safety may ere long be irretrievably lost.’ Within two years slavery was abolished throughout the British Empire.
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First woman leads US partner Church

The Revd Dr Karen Georgia A Thompson has become the first woman to lead the United Church of Christ, a partner 
Church of the URC in the USA. She was installed as General Minister and President of the 

United Church of Christ on  20 October.
 The Vice-Moderator 

of the World Council of 
Churches, the Revd Merlyn Hyde Riley, preached at Dr 
Thompson’s installation, 
saying, ‘This is a historic 
moment in the United Church of Christ. God has called into leadership someone from a group of people historically displaced, dispossessed, and disenfranchised … Yes, my 

sisters and brothers, God is about to do a new thing.’

A Remembrance Day installation at Christ Church United Reformed 
Church, Port Sunlight, Merseyside. ‘River of Poppies’ took 80 knitters 12 
months, and comprised 3,500 poppies. 
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984,000
Regular worshippers in the Church of England last year,2% up on the previous year,but 13% less than before Covid1/12

Proportion of global  habitable land owned by faith institutions1,496,847
Food parcels distributed by Trussell Trust between April and September – 16% morethan last year.45%

Proportion of faith groups whose investment policy includes no faith values.

854g
Amount of meat a weekeaten by each person inthe UK last year, down 14% since 2012.

25,000
Increase in the Chinese Christian community inBritain over the last two years.
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A GOOD
QUESTION

?

Can non-violence stand 

in the face of Putin?
One question, four answers

in the face of existential threat. Could I just 

stand back if Putin’s tanks were here on the 

streets of Suva? (It takes less imagination here 

in the Pacific to imagine Xi Jinping’s tanks 

in the Solomon Islands.) By the time we see a 

bare-chested Putin touting a rifle to prove his 

masculinity and his tanks rolling into Ukraine, 

non-violence may seem suicidal.

For me, the answer is in the Micah passage: 

‘Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more’. In the 

UK, we learn war still: the military recruits 

children through air and sea cadets, national 

celebrations feature fly-pasts by the Red 

Arrows, and the armed forces are often the 

only career path for young people whose 

communities hold few prospects. We see the 

British army recruiting in Fiji.

As people of peace, we have too easily 

bought into a realpolitik that sees no other 

choice than to be part of the military-industrial 

complex of fear and violence. Martin Luther 

King Jr reminds us that ‘the arc of the moral 

universe is long, but it bends toward justice’.  

Now is the time to claim the peaceable kin-

dom of God, drawing a line in the sand against 

the learning of war and violence, teaching war 

no more. We profess to believe that the Prince 

of Peace has the victory; let us act like it.  

Non-violence must stand in the face 

of Putin, in resistance to the powers and 

principalities.

Melanie Smith is a URC minister teaching in 

Pacific Theological College, Fiji 

A good question

MELANIE SMITH

‘The Prince of Peace has

the victory’
In the book of Micah, we 

are invited into a world 

where people have no fear, 

and weapons are surplus 

to requirement. In the kin-

dom of God, violence has 

no place. In realpolitik, we 

are invited into a world where the solution to 

violence is more violence. In the ‘real’ world, 

principalities and powers dictate the terms. 

Yet, the kingdom of God is both now and not 

yet; we inhabit both worlds.  

Jesus put his very life on the line to resist 

violence – drawing a physical line in the sand 

as the accusers attempted to hurl stones at a 

woman, and above all when he accepted his 

place in line to be taken to the cross. 

Among hundreds of others, I have stood 

on a line that attempts to disrupt the arms 

fair which takes place in London every two 

years. This year, the Defence and Security 

Equipment International exhibition featured 

‘over 2,800 defence and security suppliers 

– including major prime manufacturers 

plus more than 230 new exhibitors’. 

Representatives from human rights abusing 

regimes watched demonstrations of ‘precise’ 

and ‘efficient’ weapons. I believe that 

protesting the Arms Fair embodies the Jesus 

model of non-violent resistance.

As someone who holds pacifist views, I still 

struggle with the question of non-violence 

would have been killed by a death squad 

specifically instructed to destroy the upper 

echelons of Ukrainian politics. 

Ukrainian intellectuals, artists, writers, 

philosophers, architects, playwrights, 

musicians, and anyone else that would have 

threatened the new regime would also have 

been murdered, tortured and ‘disappeared’. 

Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians from 

all walks of life would have been deported 

and, as they gazed out of the truck windows 

at their homeland in the rearview mirror, they 

would have seen the apparatus of the state 

they belonged to being quickly dismantled and 

reduced to ash. 
For the remaining citizens of a Russian-

‘Ignoring this 

reality reveals 

our privilege’

‘Protesting 

the Arms Fair 

embodies Jesus’ 

model’

DAVID KNOWLES

‘Non-violent resistance

only emboldens those that

do not care’ 
If the Ukrainian state 

had practiced non-violent 

resistance to the full-

scale invasion by Russia 

in February 2022 the 

following things would 

have happened.
If he had not already 

fled, President Volodymyr Zelensky, along 

with many of his senior aides and allies, 
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esus said very little about women, or gender, 

or sexuality or any of that. But his followers 

give us vital clues. St Paul, only decades 

after the resurrection, wrote, ‘There is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus’, setting down an idea 

that even he found it hard to live up to. The 

early Christians knew that the old markers of 

identity, including sex and gender, the things 

that divide us and cause some to abuse others, are 

completely overwhelmed by a new baptismal identity 

in Jesus Christ. Jesus inaugurated a new, redeemed, 

kind of community in which women and men enter 

a new life, together. He truly lived by what it says in 

the very first chapter of the Bible, that God created us 

male and female, both in God’s image. The Gospels may 

tell us that ‘the twelve’ were all men, but there were 

clearly women at the heart of Jesus’ community: as 

disciples, as witnesses to the resurrection, as apostles 

even. I think it’s hard to exaggerate how extraordinary 

Jesus
and…
Women

A series about what we have to learn 

from Jesus on a range of subjects. 

This month, Susan Durber looks at 

Jesus’ attitude to women

this was in those times, and yet how gently and 

unremarkably it happened. 

But it’s one thing to wonder about Jesus’ 

theological anthropology and another simply to 

recognise what he actually brought of God to the 

women he met. We can also celebrate what he, 

now risen, still brings to the woman I am and 

the women I know: liberation, joy, healing. I have 

learned, from years of pastoral ministry and from 

my own life, that many women carry the burden 

of shame. Perhaps this is even true, at times, for 

all women. We are taught, we are brought up and 

formed, to suffer shame. Shame is something 

more primary, somehow, than guilt. It’s more 

than saying, ‘I did something wrong’, but more 

like saying, ‘I am wrong’. (See Brené Brown’s TED 

talk ‘Listening to Shame’ on YouTube.) Shame 

flourishes with secrecy, silence and judgement, 

and it marks many women’s lives and brings 

untold damage. We are ashamed of our bodies, of 

their longings and desires, of their shape and their 

smells. We carry shame for sins not ours and we 

are scarred by wounds that we cannot find a way 

to heal. We internalise the things that abusers do 

to us and turn them into our own shame. We hold 

inside us a negative and overly harsh judgment 

of ourselves and we live with shame. Women so 

often live with the unattainable expectations that 

our world places upon us and when we, inevitably, 

fail to meet them, we live with shame. We are not 

good enough, pretty enough, capable enough. And 

we are ashamed. This was true of women in Jesus’ 

world and, as I read the stories of his ministry in 

the Gospels, I see him reaching out to women who 

are ashamed, and bringing healing and liberation. 

When many are bent double by shame, Jesus 

helps them to stand up again. And I believe that 

his community now, the fellowship we know as 

the Church, can do the same today. Sometimes of 

course the Church has itself deepened shame and 

used it to hurt, harm and silence. But at its best, 

the body of Christ is one that brings the kind of 

empathy that is an antidote to shame. 

Let’s look at some Gospel stories of the women 

that Jesus met. There’s the story in John of the 

woman taken in adultery. A woman is caught ‘in the 

very act’ of committing adultery and presumably 

the man was there too, but he apparently is not 

shamed or endangered. The woman is brought to 

Jesus with the message that such women should be 

stoned. Jesus invites any without sin to throw the 

first stone and, one by one, her accusers leave. Jesus 

does not condemn her, but tells her to go on her 

way. The shame of this kind of public exposure was 

profound, but Jesus offers her a new beginning. 

There’s the story in Luke of the woman who 

had been bleeding for years, who is too ashamed 

to approach Jesus directly but touches the hem of 

his garment. Women all over the world, even today, 

experience the shame associated with bleeding. 

This woman, in a culture when such bleeding was 

regarded as ‘unclean’, hoped to remain hidden, but 

Jesus knew that power had gone out of him. She 

was so ashamed she came trembling and fell before 

Jesus. He told her that it was her faith that had 

healed her and that she should go in peace. 

The ‘woman at the well’ in John has had too 

many men to be ‘respectable’ and is forced to go to 

the well for water in the hottest part of the day. She 

is surprised that Jesus, a Jewish man, is speaking 

to her, a Samaritan woman, and his disciples are 

clearly shocked. But she is so impressed with Jesus 

that she goes back to her city and tells them that she 

has met someone so extraordinary that he might be 

the Messiah. She speaks, now, unashamedly. 

There are stories in the Gospel of women who 

defy the shaming cultures of their time to speak 

with Jesus or even to anoint him. Think of the 

Syrophoenician woman in Mark, who asks Jesus 

to heal her daughter and stands up to him when he 

protests that he hasn’t come for gentiles. She, out of 

love for her daughter, is shameless and Jesus takes 

the point. Or think of the woman who takes a flask 

of expensive ointment and pours it on Jesus’ head. 

The onlookers scold her, judging her and shaming 

her, but Jesus says that that they should leave her 

alone because she has done something beautiful. He 

even predicts that her story will be told in memory 

of her in all the world. 
These stories of Jesus’ encounters with women 

tell us that, even if Jesus never gave a sermon about 

women or told us what he thought about sex or 

gender, he revealed by what he did that the God he 

embodied loves and cherishes women and wants to 

save them from any unbearable shame, inequality 

or suffering. Jesus wanted to welcome women as 

listening disciples, he healed women of crippling 

and ‘shameful’ illnesses, and rescued them from 

those who would punish them. He entrusted 

the good news of the resurrection to them and 

inaugurated a community in which women and 

men belong together and in which the old binary 

of male and female is overcome. For Jesus, women 

were companions, not sexual objects; clean and 

never dirty, intelligent and interesting thinkers and 

not just bodies, daughters of Abraham and apostles 

to the apostles, images of God. 

My experience as a pastor, and my exploration 

of my own life, tells me that so many women still 

live with shame, often unspoken, and yet crippling. 

What joy then to read the Gospels and to find there, 

in Jesus, one who sets all God’s people free, to dance 

without inhibition, to speak without a script, and to 

live shamelessly. 

Susan Durber is the World Council of Churches 

President from Europe
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‘The God he 
embodied  
cherishes 
women’

‘It’s hard to exaggerate 

how extraordinary their 

presence was’

i

J

Theology

Reform
NEWS COMMENT INSPIRATION DEBATE

2

Reform | October 2023 | 41

Reviews Film

presented in chronological order. His quietly spoken commentary holds the piece together, an oral diary of what unfolded during his time there. Television, the medium for which he was effectively working, has been described as illustrated radio, and that description has never been more apt than it is here. His moving images, already familiar to watchers of TV news, remain harrowing.
Hospitals operate without power or anaesthetics. Every day, buildings are destroyed by shelling. Dead bodies, whether bagged (from the hospital) or unbagged (from the streets), are unceremoniously dumped into mass, trench graves by traumatised workers. Finally, as Russian tanks move in, Chernov and Maloletka must get out of the city before being captured (which would have meant appearing on Russian TV to denounce their footage as lies – in line with official Kremlin statements).

If the effect of seeing a compilation of 20 days’ footage in one go is gruelling, you realise the importance of the job that people like Mstyslav and Evgeniy do. They accurately portray that job with all its dangers and hardships, even as it demonstrates the importance of truth-telling and storytelling.

Jeremy Clarke is a film critic. jeremycprocessing.com

‘Within an 
hour, the 
first shell  
had fallen’

Film review

On the front line
20 Days in Mariupol

Directed by Mstyslav Chernov
Certificate 18, 94 minutes

Released 6 October

Some films are incredibly tough to watch, yet you know you need to watch them. This documentary is one of those. The experience of watching it clearly pales beside the actual experience of being in the Ukrainian city of Mariupol during the first 20 days of the attack and subsequent siege by Russian armed forces, and even more so beside the actual experience of being trapped there.The Ukrainian-born video journalist Mstyslav Chernov has reported on conflicts around the globe since joining Associated Press in 2014. He and his regular collaborator, stills photographer Evgeniy Maloletka, piled into Maloletka’s van and headed for Mariupol before war was declared. They reasoned that its port status would make the city a likely target for what Chernov believed was the coming Russian invasion. Within an hour of the duo’s arrival, the first shell had fallen.
Chernov’s audiovisual record of events is 
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To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk

DISCOUNTS
10% UK-based agency
15% non-UK-based agency
10% booking three issues
15% booking six issues
20% booking 10 issues (one year)

DOUBLE PAGE SPREAD
307mm x 430mm including 5mm bleed 
Artwork must be supplied with bleed
(297mm x 420mm without bleed)
£1,350 

EXTRAS
Early right-hand placements:
Add £175 to the above rates

INSERTS (up to 10gsm in weight)
Full run (4k) £875
Inserts that cause our total item weight to 
exceed 250gm will be charged a premium. 
Belly band by arrangement (min £600)
For inserts over 10 grams please call
for a quote.

CLASSIFIEDS
Box Adverts: £15 per single column 
centimetre. Column widths:  
Single: 43mm, Double: 90mm,
Triple: 138mm, Quad: 186mm
3cm x single column minimum

£45 minimum spend

CARRIER SHEET
Advertising space at both A4 and A5 sizes 
is available on the Reform carrier sheet. 
For more details, contact Jo Asher on 
01858 681358.

CANCELLATION CHARGES
Cancellations will only be accepted in 
writing no less than 10 days in advance 
of advertising booking deadline shown. 
After this date a 50% fee will be charged.

FOR DEADLINES SEE PAGE SIX
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5mm bleed
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Online advertising at
www.reform-magazine.co.uk

Reform magazine’s website launched in July 2010 and was relaunched in 
November 2013. The site provides articles and excerpts from the printed edition, 
as well as comment threads. The website is integrated with our Twitter and 
Facebook activity, where we communicate with over 2,700 followers. Advertising 
on our website offers an affordable and exciting opportunity to reach an average 
of 4,000 visitors per month from around the world. 

Special package rates apply when combined with print advertising; 
call Jo on 01858 681358 for more details.

Webpage sponsorship opportunities – a single advertiser’s presence on all ad spaces within
the home page – are also available; prices available on request.

FOOTER

CLASSIFIED ADVERT

RIGHT-HAND BOX
Displayed throughout 

the site

TOP RIGHT-HAND
BANNER

Displayed throughout 
the site

Reform Reform

ReformReform

468px x 60px
£275 per month

Classified adverts will only be published in the 
classifieds page of www.reform-magazine.co.uk

£150 per month

300px x 300px
£225 per month

450px x 100px
£295 per month

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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DIGITAL EDITION

In 2015, Reform became one of the first Christian magazines in the UK to launch a digital edition. 
Readers access it through a free, custom-built app, on their tablets, smartphones and computers.

The digital edition of Reform offers major benefits to advertisers:
• Extra exposure Our digital readers are growing all the time, so by advertising in the digital edition you 

are increasing the reach of your ad. 
• Contact details All phone numbers, web links and email addresses in text of ads and articles are live, 

so, with one click, a reader can be calling, emailing or visiting the website of your business.
• Product links In book ads, the ISBN is live – one click will take a reader to the book’s Amazon page.
• Extra content The digital edition also comes with extra content that paper can’t deliver, including 

video, image galleries and sound. All this extra content can be added to the digital version of your ad. 

All advertising within the magazine is automatically included within the digital edition, but you can also 
choose to advertise in the digital edition without being in our print magazine. 

For more information about this, please contact Jo Asher on 01858 681358.



Advertising deadline

Recent and forthcoming features

Writing and interviews:
Extinction Rebellion founder Ian Bray, writer Chine McDonald, Archbishop Stephen Cotterell, 
England footballer Eniola Aluko,  historian Tom Holland, poet Benjamin Zephaniah,
Russian activists Pussy Riot, Friends of the Earth CEO Miriam Turner, singer Aled Jones

Articles: 
Eco Church, modern slavery, legacy giving, gender, retirement planning, plastics, end of life planning

Regular columns on: 
Faith in later life, politics and society, the Bible, being a new Christian, humour, younger writers 

Deadlines

Issue

February
March
April
May
June
July/August
September
October
November

December 2024/ 
January 2025

Distribution date
(Sunday)

2024

2025

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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Friday 12 January
Friday 9 February
Friday 15 March
Friday 12 April
Friday 10 May
Friday 14 June
Friday 9 August
Friday 13 September
Friday 11 October

Friday 8 November 2024

Sunday 28 January
Sunday 25 February
Sunday 31 March
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Sunday 26 May
Sunday 30 June
Sunday 25 August
Sunday 29 September
Sunday 27 October

Sunday 24 November 2024


