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Small group study materials, December 2019/January 2020

‘Being a good neighbour means becoming
places where justice and equity exist’

‘… wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus: “And who is my neighbour?” …’
Luke 10:25-37

T

he Voice newspaper – which
carries information and news
resonating with Britain’s black
community – recently had a
feature on the Trinidadian-British actor,
Rudolph Walker, who had just turned
80. The article mentioned that although
Walker is well known to Britons for his
role as Patrick Truman in the longrunning BBC soap opera EastEnders, he
first came to the attention of television
viewers playing Bill Reynolds in the
1970s ITV sitcom, Love Thy Neighbour.
This so-called comedy saw black
and white neighbours resolve their
differences through a series of racist
epithets and crude stereotypes, which
make uncomfortable viewing today.
‘Love thy neighbour’ is associated
with the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
Most of us are familiar with the story,
which encapsulates naivety (the attacked
man), violence (the bandits’ actions)
callous indifference (the priest and
Levite) and compassion (the Samaritan).
For me, the most pertinent sentence in
the parable is the law expert’s question:
‘And who is my neighbour?’ There is little
doubt that our ‘neighbour’ is a person (or
people) in need. But how do we identify
that person? And, what is the best way of
assisting them?
As part of my role at Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI),
I coordinate the work of the Churches’
Refugee Network, which encourages
and empowers churches to engage
with issues linked to migration, asylum
seekers and refugees. Asylum seekers
and refugees who flee persecution,
conflict, climate change in the form
of drought, flooding and famine, as
well as poverty, are people in need.
I’m also working with colleagues on

‘Racism can end through
prayer and action’
the Church of Sanctuary programme,
which encourages churches to provide
hospitality and a welcoming place
of safety to all fleeing violence and
persecution. Sanctuary is a longstanding
prophetic theme of the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures. Being neighbourly
answers God’s call for Christians
to promote cultures of safety, and
goes against the UK’s socio-political
grain, which has seen Britain become
antagonistic to those who are deemed
‘not to belong’.
The UK government’s ‘hostile
environment’ policy of 2012 led to the
ongoing injustice of the Windrush
scandal, and Brexit has helped spur a
spike in religious and race-related hate
crime in the UK. I want to know where
the Church’s voice has been on these
matters. Prior to 2017, the second Sunday

in September was always Racial Justice
Sunday; this date has since been moved
to February. The date doesn’t matter, but
what does matter is that churches use
the occasion to remember, reflect and
respond to racial justice issues. They
must remember the importance of racial
justice, reflect on human diversity, thank
God for it, and respond by working to
end racism through prayer and action.
The year 2020 marks the 25th
anniversary of Racial Justice Sunday.
Let’s use this silver jubilee to not only
celebrate that God has raised up racial
justice heroes, but also to kickstart
efforts that put racial justice back on the
Church’s agenda. Being a good neighbour
involves affirming the diversity that
exists in British churches and redoubling
our efforts to ensure they become places
where justice and equity exist within
Church structures.
Moreover, we need to love our global
neighbours – those who are part of our
worldwide family in Africa, Asia and
Latin America. It’s true that ‘charity
begins at home’ but it does not end there.
If we truly follow Jesus’ commands to
love God and to love our neighbour,
we must also acknowledge that the
special relationship we have with the
Almighty must be replicated with one
another, especially those in need of our
compassion.
Prior to my tenure at CTBI, I worked
for Christian Aid, as I was keen to be
part of an organisation committed to
ending global poverty in our lifetime. All
Christians should support such Christian
international NGOs that are challenging
the global systems and structures which
keep those who are made in the image of
God in systemic poverty.
One of my favourite verses in the Bible
is Micah 6:8, which includes the line:
‘What does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?’ We do this
when we love our neighbour.
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Chapter & verse – Richard Reddie (page 16)
Read Luke 10:25-37, followed by Richard Reddie’s article.
1. The article’s opening paragraph references a TV sitcom from the 1970s that used ‘racist
epithets and crude stereotypes’. To what extent has racism, and neighbourly behaviour in
society, changed since the 1970s?
2. Richard says that the parable of the good Samaritan ‘encapsulates naivety, violence,
callous indifference and compassion’. Where do you find those things in the story?
What else does the parable encapsulate?
3. Jesus tells the parable of the good Samaritan to a lawyer wanting to know how to ‘inherit
eternal life’. What does this context add to your appreciation of the parable? How might
acting more mercifully, as the Samaritan does, help us in the way that we live our lives, and
draw us closer to God?
4. For Richard, a neighbour is a person, or people, in need. Helping such people is
neighbourly, as it ‘answers God’s call for Christians to promote cultures of safety’.
Who are the people in need in your area, in your country and in this world?
5. Richard’s fifth paragraph calls on churches to ‘remember, reflect and respond to racial
justice issues’, and he suggests ways of doing this (in the fifth and sixth paragraphs).
What actions can you take to, as Richard suggests, ‘put racial justice back on the Church’s
agenda’? Why is this important?
6. Jesus ends his parable by asking us to ‘Go and do likewise.’ What one action can we take
today, to fulfil God’s command?
For further reflection: ‘He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?’
Micah 6:8
Prayer: Thank you, Father, that we live in a world where people can help us out in our times
of need, and where we can help others in their times of need. Forgive us for the occasions
we have put barriers between ourselves and our neighbours, and help us to break through
them with love and justice. Amen.

