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Reform is a lively, challenging magazine with a readership of 10,000*. As the offi cial magazine of the United 
Reformed Church, it is at the heart of Church life, a valued resource for leaders and lay people alike. The 
mix of theology, news, reviews and comment attracts new readers to Reform every month, and praise for its 
excellent design and engaging writing.

The magazine was redesigned in the summer of 2013 and has a loyal readership, built up since its creation
in 1972. In 2015, a digital version of the magazine was launched, offering readers the opportunity to access the 
magazine – plus extra content – on computers, tablets and/or smartphones. (See page fi ve for more details.)

Reform’s content has a constant focus on the practical: social action, aid, activism, political engagement and 
justice. At the same time, there is a strong theological element, with contributions from major scholars and 
plenty of in-depth debates, Bible studies and book reviews every month. We love the arts as well, publishing 
a full-page artwork in every issue, along with reviews of fi lms, exhibitions, music and theatre performances.

Reform is published by the United Reformed Church, but while it has particular appeal for URC members, its 
readers are from a wide range of churches. In recent years it has broadened its outlook and is bringing in an 
ever wider spectrum of readers and contributors.

Circulation
• 5,000 copies are printed each month. These are distributed to: paid subscribers (both individual and 
church-based), bookshops and other retail outlets, as well as to conference centres, theology colleges, 
teacher training colleges, libraries, Christian events and press contacts.

On average, each copy of Reform is read by two people.* 
(*verifi ed by survey data collated in 2008: responses from 1,200 readers)

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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You spoke publicly about your sexuality for the first time yesterday morning.
I said two sentences about myself!

What brought you to the point where you wanted to speak about that?
I was listening to the radio in March, and heard Nick Bundock, a priest in the Church of England, talking about Lizzie Lowe, and I thought: This is awful, that a young girl should feel that she should take her life because God couldn’t love her the way she was. I thought: I’m coming up to 68, I don’t have the constraints that were on me in the past. And I think that people who know the love of God and who believe deeply that God does not discriminate according to people’s sexuality should speak out.That’s not possible for everybody. A whole lot of people I know who are in parishes – Anglican, Reformed, Methodist – couldn’t do that because it would affect their relationship with their congregation or the work they do on behalf of the Church. Now I don’t have responsibilities that restrict me.

Do you think that the story you tell will have an impact on the Church of Scotland?
Well that depends on whether the Church of Scotland asks me about it! I’m sorry that I didn’t say it in my own country. But I offered an article to the Church of Scotland’s magazine, and the advisory committee suggested that it wasn’t appropriate. Had it been published, it would have said that I was gay.

They didn’t want to tell the story?
It wasn’t a story about myself. I don’t have ‘a thing’ about being gay and I wouldn’t be any other way. But I do find that the rhetoric within religious circles can demean people. And we’re not into 

Reform
Interview

t Greenbelt festival on 
26 August, 39 years after 
his ordination, John Bell, 
the hymnwriter and Iona 
Community leader, spoke 
publicly about his sexuality for 
the first time. ‘I’m gay,’ he said. 
‘This is not a confession, it’s an admission … I’ve known this as my identity from before I could read, and I wouldn’t change it because I believe God has made me the way I am. I don’t have a partner, nor have I ever had one for over 30 years since my denomination made it clear to me that I had to choose between my vocation and a relationship.’ After explaining the reasons for his silence until now, he said that he had decided to speak when he heard how the gay Christian teenager Lizzie Lowe took her life in Manchester in December 2014. ‘When there are still young people who doubt God loves them on account of their sexuality,’ he concluded, ‘those of us who are not compromised by our work, who are gay and know the love of God, should not keep silent.’

Reform was at Greenbelt as part of the United Reformed Church’s ‘More Than Welcome’ programme, and spoke to John the following day. His talk is available to buy and download from
www.greenbelt.org.uk/g-store.

A new song
John Bell talks to Stephen Tomkins 

A

Interview

‘I’ve never said this in public before’

that. I have no problem with friends of mine who believe that people who are gay should not have prominence in the Church. I disagree with them but it doesn’t stop me loving them, it doesn’t stop me entering in to dialogue with them. But they should know that this is offensive language and it drives people away. I know a lot of people who are gay and lesbian who have left the Church because the language used to speak about them made them sound less than human.
We have to stop playing ping pong with biblical texts. Particularly, in the light of all that the law and the prophets demand, we have to stop making nine verses the litmus test for discipleship. I cannot understand why the whole of biblical truth and the integrity of Scripture depends on us assenting to this handful of disconnected verses. It’s astounding. There’s much more in the law and the prophets and the Gospels and Paul about economic justice, much more about peacemaking, much more about reconciliation, and yet these things, which are the weighty matters of the law, are treated as secondary to whether someone is gay or lesbian. 

I find that, in the face of all that confronts us, neurotic behaviour. 

Do you find that people from a more conservative perspective are able to hear you say that, or are opinions too entrenched?
I’ve never said this in public before. On two or three occasions I’ve given a talk about how I regard the Bible’s view of human sexuality. I think because this hasn’t been the theme of my life and because I’ve avoided being ‘the gay minister’ – because I have responsibilities to my denomination which I thought would be publicly jeopardised if it was known I was gay – because to some extent I’ve been given a hearing on other issues – to do with liturgy, prayer, song of the Church, justice and peace – that that might carry through and that people who are suspicious might feel they have to listen again. But essentially, if it’s true that God loves everyone, if it’s true that we shouldn’t be hidebound to these selective verses and use them to demean people, then this has to be said by heterosexual men. If a gay priest or minister stands up and then 
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Christian Aid 
and UN urge global 
faith activism

Senior Muslim and Christian fi gures have urged faith 
organisations to step up in 
tackling global challenges like poverty, inequality, migration and the climate emergency. 

Amina Mohammed (pictured above left), the UN’s Deputy 
Secretary-General, and Amanda Khozi Mukwashi (pictured right), Christian Aid’s Chief Executive, called on faith communities to heal societal divisions and take moral leadership. 

At a meeting with Christian 

Aid in London on 3 June, Ms 
Mohammed said: ‘With a 
rise in xenophobic rhetoric, 
antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred, there is a growing global interest in engaging religious actors as peace mediators and as builders of inclusive and 

peaceful societies.’ Highlighting the lack of progress in efforts to achieve the UN’s sustainable development goals in 2030, Ms Mohammed told The Guardianthat people of faith should 
‘follow a narrative that calls for … tolerance, peace, respect 
[and] dignity’. 

Ms Mukwashi said that faith communities must be ‘bold and brave’, bringing all the tools they have to try to ‘help the 
world to heal’ from global and local (UK) divisions. ‘Nobody can stand on the sidelines,’ Ms Mukwashi said: ‘It’s a moral 

imperative.’

Service marks 
historic Christian 
agreement
Hundreds of people attended a service at St Pierre Cathedral in Geneva on 16 June to mark 

the 20th anniversary of a 
historic agreement between 
Lutherans and Catholics. The Joint Declaration of the Doctrine of Justifi cation was signed in 

1999, resolving a key theological confl ict of the Reformation. 
The doctrine has since been 
affi rmed by Methodist, Anglican and Reformed Churches. The Revd Philip Vinod Peacock, 

the World Communion 
of Reformed Churches’ 
Executive Secretary for Justice and Witness, described the 
event as ‘a moment of self-
examination, conversion and new commitment to … unity and advancing our common witness’.

News
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2,880
People who die each day in the developing world from illnesses that are caused by plastic pollution and uncollected rubbish. 

61%
Brexit Party voters who profess Christianity.

1,051
Humanist weddings in 2016 –a 266% increase since 2004. Church of England weddings fell by 28% in the same period.

18%
People who have called in sick to binge watch a TV series.

148, 695
Weekly attendance at Baptist churches in England and Wales in 2018. 

50,000
Fine, in Euros, for landing refugee rescue boats in Italy.
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News

MPs lobby for morefi nance transparency

Fifty MPs from all UK 
parliamentary parties wrote to the Chancellor, Philip Hammond, calling for actions to strengthen transparency around loans togovernments. On 30 May, before  the G20 fi nance ministers’ meeting in June, the MPs urged the G20 to create a publicly accessible register of loans to governments, and to commit to disclosing government loans on this register. The MPs also encouraged a 

provision requiring loans to be listed on the register before 
they become eligible for legal enforcement. 

Supporting the initiative, Sarah-Jayne Clifton, Director of the Jubilee Debt Campaign charity, said: ‘While increased international attention on lending transparency is 
welcome, the UK government and G20 need to act now to ensure [we all] get access to information on debts taken out by governments on behalf of the public.’

On 5 June, the Labour Party pledged to adopt measures that would require public disclosure for loans made to governments. Ms Clifton described Labour’s move as key to ‘tackling the secret loans that are helping to push impoverished countries into debt crisis’. 

Churches: ‘Review benefi t sanctions’
Four UK Churches have 
renewed their call for the 
government to commission 
an independent review of its 
benefi t sanctions system. The Joint Public Issues Team (Jpit) 

A 15th-century Spanish Christ rises from a 15th-century Spanish tomb 
in Bartolomé Bermejo’s Resurrection. On display as part of Bartolomé 
Bermejo: Master of the Spanish Renaissance at the National Gallery, 
London, until 29 September

TOMB RAISER

of the Baptist Union, Church 
of Scotland, United Reformed and Methodist Churches, fi rst highlighted the need for an 

independent review alongside four other Christian organisations in 2015. While welcoming the UK government’s decision, on 9 May, to end to benefi t sanctions lasting longer than six months, Paul Morrison, Jpit’s policy adviser, said that generally, sanctions were becoming more frequent and lasting longer. ‘We must 
properly review this system before expanding it further,’ he said. 

Faith groups 
welcome UK 
climate target
Faith organisations welcomed the UK government’s decision to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050 – but also pushed for further change. 

Christian Aid’s global climate lead, Dr Alison Doig, called the government’s announcement, on 12 June, ‘historic’ but also said it did not go far enough.
Dr Doig urged a target of 2045 ‘at the very latest’, saying that was ‘the latest point at which we can safely reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions’. She also noted that the UK government has included international offsets in their net zero calculations, against the advice of the independent Climate Change Committee.

Nicholas Holtam, the Church of England’s lead bishop on the environment, also welcomed the announcement but said that it was ‘meaningless unless it is backed up by relentless action’. The Joint Public Issues Team of the Baptist Union, Church of Scotland, United Reformed and Methodist Churches also welcomed the news, but said ‘there’s still a lot to do’ to reach the target. The team urged Christian campaigners to join a mass lobby of parliament on 26 June. bit.ly/lobby26j

‘We don’t know. Scientists are trained not to guess.’ Professor Brian Cox on whether there is a God
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Pope Innocent III cancelled Magna Carta on 24 August 1215. The charter, limiting the King of England’s power to singlehandedly execute justice and extract money, was denounced by Innocent as ‘illegal, unjust, harmful to royal rights and shameful to the English people’. He issued a bull declaring Magna Carta ‘null, and void of all validity for ever’.

Pope Pius XI agreed a concordat treaty with Nazi Germany in July 1933. It guaranteed protection for the Catholic Church in Germany in return for an oath of loyalty to the German head of state. The Pope considered cancelling the concordat in July 1937 but was persuaded that German Catholics needed its protection. It remained in force throughout the war.  

T H I S  M O N T H  i n  h i s t o r y

· · · · · ·

The Revd Canon Joyce Forbes presides over Eucharist at St Stephen’s, Norbury, London. The photograph was 

part of an exhibition, Here Am I, celebrating 25 years of women’s ordination in the Church of England this 

summer, at the Oxo Tower, London. The United Reformed Church celebrated the centenary of the ordination 

of Constance Coltman – the fi rst female minister of a British mainstream denomination – in September 2017.

SILVER ORDINATION
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A GOOD
QUESTION

?

One question, four answers
Why go to church?

A good question

JOHN PRITCHARD

‘We might bump into God’

Here’s a bunch of reasons. 

Because we’re looking for 

a framework to live in, 

a place that represents 

beliefs, values and habits of 

the heart that make some 

kind of sense of a madly 

spinning world where we’re 

wondering if the centre can hold. 

Because it’s a place of moral seriousness in a 

trivialised culture that reduces most things to a 

form of entertainment and where truth and facts 

are losing their value. What we don’t like has 

become ‘fake news’, and that’s a dead end.

Because Carl Jung said the main task of the 

second half of life (whether that starts at 25 or 50) 

is to find a spiritual interpretation of life, and a 

church is a pretty good place to start addressing 

that task.
Because there’s a saint or two to be found there, 

and saints are exciting. It’s good to get an idea of 

what a human being is meant to be, particularly 

when we’re only a shadow of our future selves.

Because churches make an honest attempt 

at community in a culture that’s forgotten how 

to do it. Churches have been doing it (and, yes, 

sometimes messing it up) for 2,000 years. We have 

a track record.
Because we’re learners and the Church is a 

community of learners who know they’ve never 

‘arrived’ but who know there’s a journey to be on. 

Church is a school for ordinary sinners training to 

be ordinary saints.
Because churches, particularly old ones, have 

a different language beyond words, made up of 

stones, history, music, prayers, memories, dreams. 

We find space to sort ourselves out. On a good 

day these churches may even leave us feeling 

embraced, understood, loved.

Because when times are hard, there are 

resources to find there. We don’t have to be strong 

all the time, and when we’re at the bottom of the pit 

maybe we’ll find that Jesus has let down a ladder to 

sit with us there. 
Because we might strike lucky and hear an 

interesting sermon from a thoughtful minister 

who obviously cares about ideas, listens to what’s 

going on in the world, and tries to make sense of it 

all. And knows something about God.

Because we might bump into God ourselves. 

Many people don’t believe in God, but they miss 

him. Many aren’t sure what they believe but they 

know there must be something more than getting 

and spending. Many have been shafted by love and 

want to worship God as naturally as a tree comes 

into blossom with the warmth of spring.

Why go to church? Because God might be there.

John Pritchard is Assistant Bishop in the Anglican 

Diocese of Durham

‘Saints are 

exciting’

and, unlike a long political speech, you might get a 

glimpse into the speaker’s soul, your own and that 

of God. 
Churches are full of old things that nobody 

wants anymore but thought it would be good 

to donate, or new things that people think are 

useful but no one knows how to use. They are 

uncomfortably furnished. They are loud and quiet. 

They hold the attention of those whose hearts are 

hurting and those who feel they want to do good 

and help others. 
There are people there for tradition, and there 

are people who can’t stop going but couldn’t tell 

you why. If you are lucky they are filled with a mix 

of generations. They are a place of awkward first 

encounters. They are a place of physical encounter 

with Jesus. When I say physical, I am not talking 

about miracles, or healing illnesses of the body 

– although I am assured these do occur. I know 

healing of the heart happens there all the time. 

What I mean is that by singing, sitting, standing, 

praying communally and in close proximity, you 

are encouraged, invited and somewhat forced to 

look outside of your own needs and wants. You 

can’t help but notice the crying baby, the coughing 

‘There are 

always biscuits’
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COMMITMENT-PHOBE

‘You are forced to look outside

of your own needs’

You get free coffee or tea. 

Some Sundays you’ll have 

homemade cake, or shop-

bought. There are always 

biscuits. 
Depending on the style 

of Christian church, you 

get to share your germs 

with everyone as you drink from a shared cup of 

real wine, or you might drink some sort of weird 

undiluted grape juice from teeny tiny shot glasses. 

Church is one of the few places you get to sing 

aloud with lots of other people. You get to say 

‘Peace be with you’ to friends, acquaintances and 

total strangers. It’s one of the few places where you 

are invited to shut your eyes, shut your mouth, and 

listen for God. It’s one of the few places where you 

can still hear someone speaking for longer than ten 

minutes without ad breaks or animated montages 
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Theology

ho are we? I 
think that a 
major muddle 
surrounds 
the question 
of Christian 

identity. It prevents us from giving a 

clear account of our world view. 

 The uncertainty relates to the culture 

around us: we don’t know what to think 

of it. Is it good or bad? Is it to be

condemned for its secularism, its 

individualism, its materialism? Or

should we affirm the positive, and 

highlight the affinity between humanism 

and Christianity? 
 We tend to veer between the two 

options, as our mood dictates. To some 

extent we follow theological fashion 

(which a generation ago was liberal, and 

now is not). This isn’t really good enough, 

I suggest. We need a stable account of 

how we relate to the dominant culture 

around us that is neither wishy-washy 

nor chippy and defensive.

First, we must decide what to call the 

dominant ideology around us. I think 

that ‘liberal democracy’ is too cold and 

technical, and that ‘liberalism’ is too full 

of baggage. We need a term that conveys 

the positive belief in equality and human 

rights, and one that states the obvious 

fact that this is expressed in secular 

terms. ‘Secular humanism’ fits the bill.

 What should our attitude to secular 

humanism be? It should be highly 

affirming, I suggest, but in a very 

particular way. 
 We must express a clear belief 

that secular humanism deserves to be 

affirmed as the best possible public 

ideology. For, in a free society, the ideal 

of human flourishing will necessarily be 

expressed in a form that includes those 

of all religions and none, and that means 

in secular form. We should strongly 

affirm this moral universalism, this 

vision of social justice. 
 Furthermore, we should proudly 

point to the Christian roots of this creed: 

it originates from the Christian belief 

in the equal worth of all people, and the 

Protestant insistence upon liberty of 

conscience, which gradually widened 

into today’s notion of human rights. So, 

secular humanism should be affirmed 

as a good thing, with Christian roots.

 But if we praise secular humanism 

too much, isn’t there a danger that we 

make our faith seem redundant? Yes. We 

need to be clear that this creed, despite 

being the best possible public ideology, is 

inadequate. It is too limited, too ‘thin’, to 

offer people meaning, to inspire them, to 

sustain them through difficulty. It is not 

a coherent world view but an unstable 

residue of the Christian centuries. Its 

idealism is rather superficial, for it lacks 

an account of why we should seek the 

good of all humans; instead it assumes 

that this is somehow normal.

The routine mistake of recent 

theology is to overreact against the 

thinness of secular humanism, or 

‘liberalism’. We must reject this thin 

ideology in favour of the true thickness 

of religious culture, it says. No – we 

must affirm it as a public or political 

creed, despite its existential inadequacy. 

It is necessarily thin, so that it can 

unite almost everyone in a diverse 

society. That does not make it a dubious, 

dangerous thing, as neoconservative 

thinkers say. It just means that thinness 

is necessary, in a public creed.

So, Christians should affirm secular 

humanism on one level, but also seek 

to explain why it is inadequate, or 

incomplete. It has no coherent account 

of why we should seek the good of all, 

of why moral universalism is a sacred 

ideal. It vaguely claims that this ideal 

comes naturally to all rational people, 

which is incoherent. The reality is that 

secular humanism derives its moral 

vision from Christianity. This explains 

its goodness – and its inadequacy. 

Rejecting secular humanism feels 

straightforward and brave – but this is a 

temptation. The task is to affirm it, and 

to point to its Christian roots.

 At the risk of slipping into jargon,

I am proposing a dialectical 

understanding of Christianity’s 

relationship to secular 

humanism. Sorry, there is no 

escaping this dread word. It 

means that there is a necessary 

tension here, in the need to 

affirm secular humanism on one 

level, and criticise it on another. 

It is tempting to wish away 

this complexity, and see secular 

humanism as a straightforward 

rival to religion, to be staunchly 

opposed. But it is not. It is a 

providential product of modern 

Christianity, and we are called to treat it 

with respect and gratitude.

 This is the argument I set out in my 

new book God Created Humanism: The 

Christian basis of secular values. Because it 

is largely aimed at agnostic humanists, 

it spends a lot of time arguing that 

today’s humanism has Christian roots; 

it tells the story of modern thought 

in these terms. This seems to me the 

main task of apologetics these days – 

insisting that western humanist values 

are not ‘just there’, or somehow rational, 

but emerge from our religious past 

(including our recent past, for example 

the US civil rights movement). Agnostic 

humanists should step back and ask 

where their values come from – not 

something that mainstream culture 

encourages them to do. But there is also 

a message for Christians – the anti-

liberal or neoconservative orthodoxy of 

our day is inept, for secular humanism 

must be affirmed (dialectically) rather 

than dismissed.
Some agnostic readers might 

half-agree that Christianity underlies 

western values, but might say: ‘So 

what? That doesn’t mean one can 

still believe in a bunch of irrational 

myths.’ My final chapter addresses this 

response, by offering an account of how 

Christian belief makes room for rational 

scepticism, how there is another tension 

or dialectic (sorry) here. I even suggest 

that authentic Christian faith looks 

very like ‘half-belief’ – for the believer 

admits that on one level it is impossible 

to believe in.
 I finished the book as Brexit 

happened, and then came Trump. At first 

I feared the argument would look dated, 

too optimistic about secular humanism. 

But in fact the strange political events of 

recent months make this argument more 

important than usual. It has become 

clear that secular humanism lacks 

self-awareness and self-confidence, if a 

half-baked populist movement 

can suddenly triumph. 

Strange though it may sound, 

I think that Christians have a 

special role in helping secular 

humanism through its present 

wobble, by showing it how deep-

rooted it actually is.

Theo Hobson is a freelance 

theologian. God Created 

Humanism: The Christian basis of 

secular values is published by SPCK 

(ISBN: 9780281077427)

‘Secular humanism 
derives its moral vision 

from Christianity’GOD
CREATED
HUMANISM

Christians have a message for the

secular values of our world,

says Theo Hobson, and

it starts with ‘yes’

W

Reform Magazine

humanism through its present 

wobble, by showing it how deep-

rooted it actually is.

Humanism: The Christian basis of 

secular values

(ISBN: 9780281077427)
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URC � lmmaker urges fossil fuel divestment 
Isaac Harvey 
– an award-
winning 
vlogger 
who attends 
Vine United 
Reformed Church in Ilford, east London – has released a short film to encourage the URC to divest from fossil fuels. Titled ‘For the Love of Our Planet: Fossil-free future’, Mr Harvey’s film highlights the effects of climate change in 
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UNITED REFORMED CHURCH COMMITS TO REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS
The United Reformed Church has called upon the UK government to establish policies to bring net greenhouse emissions to zero by ‘well before 2050’. The Church has also committed to urgently reduce its own carbon emissions in line with the same target. The URC in May called on its members, local churches and synods ‘to support these commitments in word and in deed’.This environmental resolution was passed by Mission Council, the executive body of the URC’s General Assembly, at its meeting from 13 to 15 May. Mission Council was still in progress when ‘Digest’ went to press, so not all of its business had been concluded. Other subjects under discussion included whether the national denomination should divest from fossil fuel companies, a strategic plan for safeguarding, a proposed discipleship development fund and the future of the URC’s General Assembly.A full report of all Mission Council business and its decisions will be included in the July/August issue of ‘Digest’. Mission Council papers are available online from urc.org.uk/May-2019.html.

Bangladesh, and the convictions of his fellow church members to respond to the climate crisis.
Mr Harvey said to Reform: ‘I hope this documentary shows people within the URC and outside how to start conversations about protecting the environment. Hopefully, such conversations will lead to the URC divesting from fossil fuel at a national level. That would send a powerful message to all.’ The film was published online on 26 April (see bit.ly/ihffvid). Mr Harvey, 23, was born with limb/pelvic hypoplasia syndrome; he edits videos using his feet. 

Call for churches to 
host photo exhibition 

The United Reformed Church is inviting its congregations to display a series of photographs and stories expressing hope for peace and justice in Israel and Palestine. The exhibition, called ‘12 Faces of Hope’, was created by the World Council of Churches and features the personal stories of 12 Palestinians and Israelis. It was displayed at the URC General Assembly in 2018. 
The URC’s Assembly resolved to increase its collective awareness of the situation in Israel and Palestine, in 2016; making the ’12 Faces of Hope’ exhibition available to local churches is one of the URC’s responses to this call. For more information, emailcarole.sired@urc.org.uk.
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10% booking three issues
15% booking six issues
20% booking 10 issues (one year)

DOUBLE PAGE SPREAD
307mm x 430mm including 5mm bleed 
Artwork must be supplied with bleed
(297mm x 420mm without bleed)
£1,290

EXTRAS
Early right-hand placements:
Add £175 to the above rates

INSERTS (up to 10gsm in weight)
Full run (5k) £875
Inserts that cause our total item weight to 
exceed 250gm will be charged a premium. 
Belly band by arrangement (min £600)
For inserts over 10 grams please call
for a quote.

CLASSIFIEDS
Box Adverts: £13 per single column 
centimetre. Column widths: 
Single: 43mm, Double: 90mm,
Triple: 138mm, Quad: 186mm
3cm x single column minimum

£39 minimum spend

CARRIER SHEET
Advertising space at both A4 and A5 sizes
is available on the Reform carrier sheet.
For more details, contact Jo Asher on
01858 681358.

CANCELLATION CHARGES
Cancellations will only be accepted in 
writing no less than 10 days in advance
of advertising booking deadline shown. 
After this date a 50% fee will be charged.

FOR DEADLINES SEE PAGE SIX

COVERS FULL PAGE
(run of mag)

£795

Artwork must be 
supplied with

5mm bleed
307mm x 220mm

HALF PAGE
PORTRAIT

HALF PAGE
LANDSCAPE

THIRD PAGE
LANDSCAPE

QUARTER PAGE
PORTRAIT

QUARTER PAGE
LANDSCAPE

SIXTH PAGE
SQUARE

Outside back £1,045
Inside back £1,045
Inside front £960

Artwork must be
supplied with

5mm bleed
307mm x 220mm

Reform page: (A4) H: 297mm x W: 210mm
Reform page + bleed (5mm): H: 307mm x W: 220mm

267mm x 91mm
£450

85mm x 186mm
£375

130mm x 90mm
£295

62mm x 186mm
£295

65mm x 65mm
£225

130mm x 186mm
£450

RATE CARD 
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Online advertising at
www.reform-magazine.co.uk

Reform magazine’s website launched in July 2010 and was relaunched in 
November 2013. The site provides articles and excerpts from the printed edition, 
as well as comment threads. The website is integrated with our Twitter and 
Facebook activity, where we communicate with over 2,700 followers. Advertising 
on our website offers an affordable and exciting opportunity to reach an average 
of 4,000 visitors per month from around the world. 

Special package rates apply when combined with print advertising; 
call Jo on 01858 681358 for more details.

Webpage sponsorship opportunities – a single advertiser’s presence on all ad spaces within
the home page – are also available; prices available on request.

FOOTER

CLASSIFIED ADVERT

RIGHT-HAND BOX
Displayed throughout 

the site

TOP RIGHT-HAND
BANNER

Displayed throughout 
the site

Reform Reform

ReformReform

468px x 60px
£275 per month

Classifi ed adverts will only be published in the
classifi eds page of www.reform-magazine.co.uk

£150 per month

300px x 225px
£225 per month

450px x 100px
£295 per month

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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DIGITAL EDITION

In 2015, Reform became one of the fi rst Christian magazines in the UK to launch a digital edition.
Readers access it through a free, custom-built app, on their tablets, smartphones and computers.

The digital edition of Reform offers major benefi ts to advertisers:
• Extra exposure Our digital readers are growing all the time, so by advertising in the digital edition you 

are increasing the reach of your ad. 
• Contact details All phone numbers, web links and email addresses in text of ads and articles are live, 

so, with one click, a reader can be calling, emailing or visiting the website of your business.
• Product links In book ads, the ISBN is live – one click will take a reader to the book’s Amazon page.
• Extra content The digital edition also comes with extra content that paper can’t deliver, including 

video, image galleries and sound. All this extra content can be added to the digital version of your ad. 

All advertising within the magazine is automatically included within the digital edition, but you can also 
choose to advertise in the digital edition without being in our print magazine. 

For more information about this, please contact Jo Asher on 01858 681358.



Advertising deadline

Recent and forthcoming features

Interviews with:
Poet Benjamin Zephaniah, Russian activists Pussy Riot, food poverty writer Jack Monroe, Pope Francis, 
Green Party leader Jonathan Bartley, Queen’s chaplain Rose Hudson-Wilkin, former captive Terry Waite

Writing by:
Former Archbishop Rowan Williams, former Lib Dem leader Tim Farron, theologians Robert Beckford 
and NT Wright, MP Ann Widdecombe, author Richard Rohr, novelist Catherine Fox

Articles about:
Singles-friendly church, Christians observing Ramadan, ageing congregations, greening your church, 
unwelcoming Britain, porn addiction, Windrush scandal

Regular columns on:
Faith in later life, politics, the Bible, being a new Christian, Christian development and mission work 
outside the UK

Themes and deadlines
Issue

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER/JANUARY

FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY/AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER/JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Issue themes Distribution date
(Sunday)

2019

2020

2021

To reserve advertising space, or for further information, contact Jo Asher at Jam Associates.
Tel: 01858 681358 Email: jo@jam-associates.co.uk
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FRI 9 AUGUST
FRI 13 SEPTEMBER
FRI 11 OCTOBER
FRI 8 NOVEMBER

FRI 10 JANUARY
FRI 7 FEBRUARY
WED 11 MARCH
WED 8 APRIL
FRI 15 MAY 
FRI 12 JUNE
FRI 14 AUGUST
FRI 11 SEPTEMBER
FRI 9 OCTOBER
FRI 13 NOVEMBER

FRI 15 JANUARY

25 AUGUST
29 SEPTEMBER
27 OCTOBER
24 NOVEMBER

26 JANUARY
23 FEBRUARY
29 MARCH
26 APRIL
31 MAY
28 JUNE
30 AUGUST
27 SEPTEMBER
25 OCTOBER
29 NOVEMBER

31 JANUARY

University and college education
Hobbies
Books and films special
Christmas/charitable giving

TBC 
TBC
TBC
TBC 
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC

TBC


