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Samuel Silungwe Chapter & verse

The Good News 
has to be 
preached. From 
Luke to Acts we 

see Jesus and the Church 
bringing Good News, 
proclaiming freedom, 
restoring sight and 
freeing the oppressed. 
Jesus’ commission is also 
the Church’s commission 
and our commission. 
Was Jesus qualifi ed to 
share this Good News? 
Yes, because the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon him. 
He was commissioned 
for the task because God 
anointed him. 

Jesus said, speaking to 
his Father: ‘As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world.’ (John 17:18) As the 
Father sent Jesus, he sends the Church, 
and we, as disciples, are an extension 
of Jesus’ mission in the world. The 
Church’s mission, and consequently 
our mission, if we form part of the 
Church, is to take the Good News of 
the grace and love of God to this world, 
which is engulfed in its problems of 
poverty, captivity, physical suffering 
and oppression. 

Jesus came to bring Good News to 
the world. When unpacked, this Good 
News consists of economic justice for 
the poor, forgiveness and mercy for 
offenders, healing for those affl icted 
and political justice for the oppressed. 
Jesus had a mission to the poor, the 
captives, the blind and the oppressed – 
categories that indicate the breadth of 
his concern for people in need. Standing 
in solidarity with the oppressed, asylum 

seekers, migrants and refugees is not an 
extra option for the Church. Liberation 
theology, for example, urges the Church 
to care and serve the poor and to see 
Christ in them. 

The Church is in the world for the 
transformation of the world. In other 
words, God has placed the Church in 
the world to be an agent for change. 
The Church should then take principle 
from its Lord and head, Jesus Christ, 
whose primary task was to fulfi l his 
Father’s mission. Quoted from Isaiah 61, 
the verses give Jesus his commission, 
his mission statement and his guiding 
beacon. In other words, this text gives a 
full account of Jesus’ undertaking and 
the work he came to do in the world.

One of the ways in which Jesus 

fulfi ls his commission is by advocating 
for justice and peace. In today’s world, 
peace especially seems low on the 
political agenda. You may think we 
have gotten over the political rhetoric 
of the Cold War. We haven’t. We are 
slowly sliding back into that era. 
The media is reporting on stories of 
accusations and counter accusations 
of countries building and piling stocks 
of nuclear weapons. The stability 
of our world in the current political 
environment cannot be guaranteed. 
Every time I watch UN Security 
Council debates, the less enthusiastic 
I become. Whose agendas they are 
meant to address anyway? 

Sometimes, national political 
interests are advanced at the expense of 
international justice and peace. There is 
always a danger when a few nations are 
allowed to swim freely in the corridors 
of power. Should we stand by and 
watch things happen, or can we try to 
make things better? Surely the Church 
should challenge the world’s leaders 
where the rhetoric veers towards war 
instead of peace.

In a world fi lled with corrupt powers, 
oppressive regimes, political intolerance 
etc, the Church has the obligation to 
exercise its prophetic role. As a prophet, 
Elijah ‘spoke truth to power’, challenging 
abuses and defending the rights of the 
poor and dispossessed.

God’s favour (kingdom) is already 
among us but its effects cannot be 
felt when issues of economic and 
political justice, healing, forgiveness 
and mercy are deliberately ignored. I 
want to remind Christians of our part 
in building God’s kingdom of justice 
and peace. It is not a comfortable 
discipleship but any discussion about 
taking the Good News to world 
without focusing on justice and peace 
will be hollow. 
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‘The Church must be 
an agent for change’

‘It is our mission to share the Good News, 
despite the world’s problems’

Chapter & verse

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news…’ 
Luke 4: 18-19
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Chapter & verse – Samuel Silungwe (page 24) 
Read Luke 4: 14-19, followed by Samuel Silungwe’s article. 
 

1. The article makes the point that ‘the Church’s mission ... is to take the Good News of the 
grace and love of God to this world.’ How does your church do this?  In what ways might it 
improve?

2. Samuel says that the world is ‘engulfed in ... problems of poverty, captivity, physical 
suffering and oppression’. What problems does the Church suffer from? Are these the same 
problems as the world? Should they be?

3. The article’s third paragraph says that Good News consists of ‘economic justice for the 
poor, forgiveness and mercy for offenders, healing for those afflicted and political justice 
for the oppressed.’ Are there other aspects of the Good News? Have you seen or heard of 
examples?

4. The first verse of the Bible reading tells us that Jesus was ‘filled with the power of the Spirit’ 
and that subsequently, ‘a report about him spread through all the surrounding country’. If 
you were to report the news of someone being filled with the Holy Spirit today, what words 
might you use? 

5. Samuel argues, in the article’s fourth paragraph, that ‘God has placed the Church in the 
world to be an agent for change.’ How would you describe the Church’s purpose?

6. Samuel goes on to say that ‘in today’s world, peace especially seems low on the political 
agenda,’ adding: ‘The stability of our world in the current political environment cannot be 
guaranteed.’ What can we do to change this?

For further reflection: ‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.’ Isaiah 42:1

Prayer: Jesus, whose mission changed people’s lives so wonderfully, send the same Spirit 
upon us, we pray. Help us to be your Good News. Amen.


