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Jack Dyce Chapter & verse

The crime fi ction author PD 
James observed that detective 
heroes – ‘like a secular priest, 
expert in the extraction of 

confession, whose fi nal revelation of 
the truth confers a vicarious absolution 
on all but the guilty’ – are changing. 
Heroic investigators have given way 
to antiheroes – detectives who, even 
if they are successful in identifying 
murderers, are rather sad characters. 
One of the most famous is Henning 
Mankell’s Wallander, whom a Swedish 
critic described as ‘a fat, divorced 
southerner who is so burned out that he 
can hardly make it to work’. Then, there’s 
Martin Beck, liable to stomach aches 
and nausea. Staalesen’s Varg Veum and 
Nesbø’s Harry Hole are alcoholics. Van 
Veeteren has cancer. Martin Rohde of 
The Bridge worries about his masculinity 
due to having had a vasectomy. 

There’s a lovely passage in the 
Wallander book The Fifth Woman where 
he responds to Linda, his daughter, 
asking him about why he fi nds adjusting 
to modern Swedish society so diffi cult. 
He says: ‘Sometimes I think it’s because 
we’ve stopped darning our socks. When 
I was growing up, Sweden was still 
a country where people darned their 
socks. I even learned how to do it in 
school myself. Then suddenly one day 
it was over. Socks with holes in them 
were thrown out. No one bothered to 
repair them anymore.’ This is no simple 
nostalgia. It’s more, even, than an 
ecologically-minded regret at disposable 
consumerism. Mankell, through 
Wallander, goes on to remember ‘when 
we didn’t throw everything away, 
whether it was our woollen socks or 
human beings’. 

Back in 2008, the then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, delivered 
a new year message that was fi lmed 
not only at his cathedral but at a waste 
disposal centre. Like Wallander, he 
lamented how disposability can seep 
into aspects of our society: ‘In a society 
where we think of so many things 
as disposable, where we expect to be 
constantly discarding last year’s gadget 
and replacing it with this year’s model 
– do we end up tempted to think of 
people and relationships as disposable? 
… God is involved in “building to 
last”, in creating a sustainable world 
and sustainable relationships with us 
human beings. He doesn’t give up ... 
He doesn’t throw it all away and start 
again. And he asks us to approach 

one another and our physical world 
with the same commitment. … God 
doesn’t do waste. … And so, a life that 
communicates a bit of what God is 
like, is a life that doesn’t give up – that 
doesn’t settle down with a culture of 
waste and disposability – whether with 
people, or with things.’ 

The short phrase of thanksgiving 
from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is 
easily skipped over – sidelined as merely 
a conventional expression. Yet, Paul 
gives parallel thanksgivings in other 
letters, for example: ‘I thank God every 
time I remember you,’ (Philippians 1:3) 
and ‘We always give thanks to God 
for all of you, and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith 
and labour of love and steadfastness,’ 
(I Thessalonians 1:2-3). We should see 
thanksgiving and thankfulness as a 
necessary prerequisite to saying or 
doing anything and as central to our 
dealings with others.

How vital it is that we care for people, 
value them as our most important 
asset, and more than that, value them 
simply because human beings are of 
high worth and deep signifi cance in 
the heart of God. Yet, we are recklessly 
and sometimes tragically unmindful 
of the human dimension in what we 
do. Folk can become almost collateral 
damage when we make decisions and 
undertake changes. Yet, surely, where 
people’s gifts are nurtured, where folks 
are treated as more than pew fodder, 
where their ideas are respected, where 
their past contribution is affi rmed and 
their present contribution encouraged, 
where their gifts are cherished and 
their participation positive, where the 
organisation makes people feel valued, 
then there is a healthy and God-
refl ecting community.
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‘He lamented how 
disposability can seep 
into society’

‘Could thanksgiving and thankfulness be 
central to our dealings with others?’

Chapter & verse

‘I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.’
Ephesians 1:16
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Pictured: Kenneth Branagh as Wallander
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Chapter & verse – Jack Dyce (page 18) 
Read Ephesians 1:16, followed by Jack Dyce’s article. 
 
1. Jack’s first paragraph describes modern detectives as antiheroes. Are there any biblical 
people you’d describe in this way?

2. What problems can arise as a result of the throw-away culture described by Mankell, 
through Wallander, in the second paragraph of the article?

3. Quoting Rowan Williams, Jack’s third paragraph develops the view that ‘God doesn’t do 
waste.’ What biblical examples can you think of that support this theory?

4. What do you regularly thank God for?

5. What difference does giving thanks make to your life?

6. The fourth paragraph highlights Paul’s references to thanksgiving in other biblical letters: 
Philippians 1:3 and I Thessalonians 1:2-3. In context, would you agree that these verses are (as 
Jack suggests) ‘easily skipped over’? Why?

7. The concluding paragraph argues that humankind can be ‘recklessly and sometimes 
tragically unmindful of the human dimension in what we do’. What real-life examples can you 
add to Jack’s list of solutions? 

For further reflection: ‘O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds 
among the peoples. …’ 1 Chronicles 16:8-36

Prayer: God of grace, all that we have comes from you, our friends and our pleasures, the 
hardships that build us, the world around us and our very minds and bodies. Help us to 
remember to take a step back, to appreciate what we have and to give thanks. Thank you. 
Amen. 


