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‘How can we better see God’s handiwork?
Be like the miner. Go deep’

‘Surely there is a mine for silver, and a place for gold to be refined. … God
understands the way to it, and he knows its place. …’
Job 28

A

t a village chapel service in the
Pennines, the local minister
mentioned mining. Old shafts
lie in the hills, and, at one time,
a good deal of valuable metal came out
of that ground. Is there a Bible passage
about mining? There is one – only one –
that covers the topic in detail: Job 28.
Coal wasn’t a big part of life in Bible
times. They mined for metal – working
metals like iron and copper as well
as precious metal like gold and silver.
They also mined for precious stones,
from marble to emerald to amethyst.
There was a lot of small-scale open-cast
mining, I imagine, perhaps particularly
for iron ore. But this chapter suggests
there were more elaborate workings too.
Whoever wrote this chapter knew
something about mining and respected
the people who did it. These lines talk
of skill and persistence, knowhow and
courage, commitment, danger, isolation
and achievement. They tell of skills to
take pride in, of insight and enterprise
that depend on experience, of discovery
made possible by care, strength and
teamwork.
Never think that the Bible takes us
away from the practical side of human
life. In many places, it faces very directly
the world of skilled hard work, and
speaks with great respect of those who
know that world. Sowing, sweeping,
shepherding, fishing, buying and
selling, digging and harvesting. All of
it can be a line of sight into God. So too
can mining.
Miners dig, says our chapter, with
courage, ingenuity and persistence.
They go beneath the surface, to find
value, worth, treasure and beauty.
It’s exactly the same with looking for

wisdom. Wisdom is a practical thing. It’s
about living life the way God wants it
to be lived. Living in a way that honours
the giver. Handling life with honesty,
respect, sense and dignity. How do I
show more of that? How can that sort of
everyday godliness be more true of me
than it has been?
That’s what the picture of mining
was for – to say, wisdom is like gold, you
need to look beneath the surface. Below
the flowers and vegetables, beneath the
folds of hill and valley, beyond the view
of daylight and eyesight, is precious
metal – beauty, splendour and wealth.
Most of us suspect this. Only miners
know it at first hand. It’s the same with
a life of wisdom; we find it most surely
and fully when we are serious about
looking for God.
Of course, we see God’s handiwork
on the surface of life, in the to and fro
of days, seasons and years. But there
is more of God than we see. Be like

‘God has wealth
beneath the surface’

the miner, says this chapter. Go deep.
Believe God has wealth beneath the
surface to share with you – treasure
more than gold, riches worth searching
for, and an invitation to become the
people we were made and meant to be.
Seek, and you will find.
But beware. Gold may lie in rugged
places. The book of Job is about a man of
hurt and sorrow, who felt life had been
digging hard and painfully into him.
He was dealt the most wretched and
damaging blows, to health and family,
to peace of mind and comfort of body, to
faith in God and trust in other people.
The whole book is about Job’s struggle
to come to terms with life and with God
in the face of personal disaster. He felt
he had been an open cast, that life had
been mining him, carving him open and
wounding him, perhaps beyond repair.
That can happen to you or me. Life,
losses, hardships, health can damage
and dent and distress us in ways that
leave us feeling miserable and hopeless,
like ground that has been gouged open.
There are no easy answers in the book
of Job – or anywhere else. But there is
this. God sometimes puts gold in the
deep places. When you and I are gouged
open, God may find, other people may
notice, we may discover ourselves, that
gold comes into view. If you want to see
real character, notice the people who
have had much to bear. In some of them
you will see a life that shines with a
true and precious clarity, like gold from
a mine, out of the dirt and depths of
difficult days.
That’s not to brush hardship aside.
Hardship is hard, and we cannot make
it otherwise. But it does mean that
when hurt digs into us, and destroys the
surface of our living, God may be digging
too, locating gold, giving us resource and
courage to meet the days, bringing hope
from the depths and promise from the
distress. Where shall wisdom be found?
By God’s grace in you and me.
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Chapter & verse – John Proctor (page 18)
Read Job 28, followed by John Proctor’s article.
1. The first verse of Job 28 describes the mine as ‘a place for gold to be refined’. What words of
images come to mind when thinking about the refinement process?
2. In the opening of his third paragraph, John says that the writer of the Bible passage ‘knew
something about mining and respected the people who did it’. What reactions do you, and
today’s society, have towards mining?
3. John’s fourth paragraph reminds us: ‘Never think that the Bible takes us away from the
practical side of human life.’ Can you think of any biblical examples that deal with life’s
practicalities?
4. The fifth paragraph of ‘Chapter & verse’ describes wisdom as ‘a practical thing. It’s about
living life the way God wants it to be lived.’ How else can wisdom be described?
5. John argues in the sixth paragraph that wisdom is found ‘most surely and fully when we are
serious about looking for God’. Do you agree?
6. A warning is offered in paragraph eight: ‘Beware. Gold may lie in rugged places’. Are there
any other warnings that spiritual mining might necessitate?
7. In the wider context of the book of Job, discuss the ways in which life had been mining Job,
as John mentions in his eighth paragraph.
8. John’s final paragraphs describe how, despite of and amidst hardship in life, ‘gold comes
into view’. Have you experienced this, or know of others who have?
For further reflection: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.’ Matthew 13:44
Prayer: Thank you, Father, that there is more to our lives than lies on the surface. Teach us to
dig deep, we pray, and to treasure what we find within. Amen.

