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David Grosch-Miller Chapter & verse

focussed on the things that matter to us, 
ignoring the needs of the world around 
us. The most vulnerable in our society 
pay the highest cost in times of economic 
recession, while wealth is concentrated 
in the grasp of the few. Benefit claimants 
are targeted while large corporations 
avoid paying tax. Rights to legal aid have 
been cut, and the social, cultural and 
economic rights of migrants and asylum 
seekers have been whittled away. We, 
the beloved children of God, have to find 
the confidence and the courage to hear 
the voice of the vulnerable and to act in 
defence of that voice. This will lead to 
some difficult and potentially divisive 
arguments within congregations. We 
could presently be accused of worrying 
more about buildings and budgets than 
the vulnerable – hard conversations 
cannot be an excuse to turn a deaf ear to 
the cries of those in need. 

There is aspiration in the words of 
Micah, a deep longing for things to be 
different and an anticipation of how 
the world might look. Ethics evolve and 
reflect the culture of the time; our world 
is not Micah’s but the connecting thread 
is the conviction that God has a deep and 
abiding love for the people of this earth. 
God calls us into right relationships that 
are built upon trust, relationships that are 
not bought, or based upon ritual alone. 
We are called to walk in the way of God in 
tune with the divine Spirit that pulsates at 
the heart of creation – a beating heart that 
patiently waits for the human race to live 
God-centred and not self-centred lives.

David Grosch-Miller is moderator of 
the United Reformed Church General 

Assembly from 2014 to 2016

Small group discussion questions to 
accompany this article are available 
from www.reform-magazine.co.uk/
study-materials

The Magna Carta of 
prophetic writing is 
how this verse has been 
described. Written some 

700 years before the birth of 
Christ, this sentence captures 
the theological basis upon which 
Jewish and Christian ethics have 
evolved over the centuries. The 
prophet wrote at a time when 
wealth had become concentrated 
in the hands of the few, religious 
observance was high but there 
was a disconnection between 
what happened in the Temple 
and the aggressive land practices/
exploitative policies that 
generated wealth at the expense 
of the vulnerable. Micah voices 
the judgement of Yahweh that 
when it comes to religious 
observance, it is not enough to say the right 
things, you have to do the right things in 
order to demonstrate true understanding. 

God, the loving parent who has done 
all that is possible for the beloved child, is 
deeply frustrated that divine generosity is 
repaid by forgetfulness. The relationship 
of trust is broken, the people forget what 
God has done and intimacy is replaced 
by ceremony and functional responses. 
The loving parent does not want bigger 
or more expensive presents, the one who 
has poured out love wants love to be 
returned. You can’t buy a relationship, you 
have to make a commitment and stick 
with it – both when it is easy and when it 
is painful and costly. God desires justice 
that is measured by how well the most 
vulnerable fare in the community – a loyal 
and consistent love that is commensurate 

with the kind of love that God has shown 
toward Israel and a careful walking in 
ways that are moral and ethical.

We worry, in the Church of 2015, about 
the future and whether we can sustain the 
ways of being Church with which we are 
comfortable. We might pause to wonder 
if we weary God with our words and 
frustrate by our deeds. We live in an age 
of transition where the Church in Great 
Britain is learning how to be a minority 
in a culture where not so long ago we 
were the majority. In our anxiety, we can 
easily turn in on ourselves and become 

‘We must not turn a 
deaf ear to the cries of 
those in need’

“It is not enough to say the right things, 
you have to do the right things”

Chapter & verse

i

 “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8
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Small group discussion questions
September 2015 

Chapter & verse – David Grosch-Miller (p19)
Read Micah 6:8, followed by David Grosch-Miller’s article. 

1. David says that Micah 6:8 has been called “the Magna Carta of prophetic writing”. What is 
that description saying about this verse? Do you agree with the description?

2. In the first paragraph of “Chapter & verse”, David describes the land of Judah in Micah’s 
time. How similar does that sound compared to the society we live in today?

3. In the second chapter, David describes the relationship between the people of Judah and 
God. What is wrong with that relationship? Do you think Christians today struggle with the 
same problems?

4. In the third paragraph, David says: “We worry, in the Church of 2015, about the future”. 
What worries does the future hold for the Church of today? 

5. David goes on to say that, as a result of worry, “we can easily turn in on ourselves and 
become focussed on the things that matter to us”, overlooking the more important callings 
of the Church. What do you think are the most important matters for the Church to address 
today? How well are we doing in those areas?

6. David says: “We could presently be accused of worrying more about buildings and 
budgets than the vulnerable”. Is that accusation fair?

7. We need, David says, “to hear the voice of the vulnerable and to act in defence of that 
voice”. What practical steps could we take to do that? 
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For further reflection: “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 
(James 1:27)

Prayer: Father of all people, where we have made our Church more important than your 
Kingdom, and our own spiritual lives more important than the world you have called us to 
serve, forgive us. Help us to see the needs of others as you see them, and to offer you not just 
religion but justice, mercy and humility. Amen. 
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