Rosalind Selby Chapter & verse
“The women are so terrified that they flee
- where is the good news, in that?”
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Small group discussion questions
April 2015

Chapter & verse — Rosalind Selby (p22)
Read Mark 16:1-8, followed by Rosalind Selby’s article.

1. In paragraph two, Rosalind says there has been much speculation about why Mark would
end his Gospel with the words “for they were afraid”. Does it strike you as a strange ending?
What effect does it have? What do you think the reason might be for ending on these words?

2. What does Mark tell us about the women’s emotions at different points in the passage?
Why do you think they felt like they did? Do you imagine you would respond in the same way
in their situation?

3. It is good news, says Rosalind in paragraph three, “that the message Jesus leaves is
completely focussed on human need”. In what way is it focussed on human need? Why is
this good news?

4. What significance does Rosalind find in the words “just as he told you”?

5. At the end of paragraph three, Rosalind talks about Resurrection and “a new meeting”,
happening today. How might those things happen in our own lives? Do those promises

continue to be real for you?

6. In the final paragraph, Rosalind compares the women in this story with the two sons in
Matthew 21:28-32. What is the similarity?

7. Has fear played a role in your spiritual life? What makes you afraid? How can we overcome
our fear, as the women in Mark’s story did?
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For further reflection: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?” Psalm 27:1

Prayer: Jesus, who promised new life to followers, and who promised to be with us always,

help us to hear your promises to us. Help us to trust in your promises, and give us the courage
to share that message. Amen.
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