NEWS COMMENT INSPIRATION DEBATE

“Micah saw that human beings will only
flourish in solidarity with creation”

“But the earth will be desolate because of its inhabitants, for the fruit of their doings.…
He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot.”
Micah 7:13, 19

I

’m convinced that climate change is
the most important challenge facing
humankind at the moment, but it’s
been a hard journey for me. Like many
of us, I’m shy about science and tend to
leave it to the experts. I’m afraid of looking
stupid, of mixing up my emissions targets
and my ppm of CO2, or of forgetting what
the difference really is between adaptation
and mitigation.
I have, I admit, found it difficult to
get my head around the idea that there
could be a link between me driving a car
in Somerset and the life of a farmer in
the Sudan. Even though I’m convinced
it’s true, I hadn’t somehow felt it. But
I am now utterly convinced. I’ve had a
word with myself, read up on the science
and seen with my own eyes how climate
change is threatening so
much that’s been achieved in
overcoming poverty. And, I’ve
rediscovered my faith.
The many scientists called
together by the UN to make
plain these truths, say that
there is a 95% certainty that
climate change is being
caused by human beings
(the same level of certainty
that there is link between
smoking and lung cancer).
They tell us that we need to
have zero emissions of CO2
and other greenhouse gases
by 2100 if we want to stop
temperatures rising by less
than two degrees celsius. This
means: Governments taking
action, new technologies
being invested in and lifestyle

changes for you and me. It means all of
us ending our dependence on fossil fuels.
I have to believe that the science matters.
When I visited El Salvador last year, I heard
from those who know what a changing
climate means because they can no longer
reap a harvest.
Prophets like Micah knew – with a deep
wisdom, and in a very different context
from ours – that there is a connection
between human behaviour and the natural
world. Micah told people that they were
ruining the land and that it was their
selfishness – their treatment of the poor –
that meant that the climate was changing.

‘These verses sound
clear like bells today’

Prophets were unafraid to call people to
live differently. Such verses sound clear like
bells today.
Prophets like Micah also wrote beautiful
verses: About God’s grace and forgiveness,
about God’s unfailing promises and about
the renewal of earth and people. Such
verses sound hope for today too. Micah
was not a scientist. But he saw clearly
that human beings will only flourish in
solidarity with creation – not at odds with
it. He saw that we must never forget that
God made us to care for the earth and to
work for a just world. And he never forgot to
say that God won’t forget us, that God will
help us, that renewal is possible and will
come. Here, I find, in this witness from the
scriptures, a narrative that is challenging
but also familiar, one that I don’t struggle to
speak, one that I trust and one I can join in
with when I’m feeling brave.
I suppose that if most people are like me,
the scientists and pundits are going to have
a hard time being heard. We are not likely
to beat this one with statistics and forecasts,
but an inspiring prophet and a poet who can
open up our imaginations might do it. A
renewal of our faith might do it. Who could
forget Micah’s most well-known verse: “...
what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”
No one is quite sure what that word
“humbly” translates as; it’s rare in the Bible.
Perhaps it means something like “lightly”,
lightly upon God’s earth. That’s what the
scientists urge on us, that’s what those in
poverty ask of us and it’s there already, in
the ancient wisdom that we have known for
centuries. Time to hear it again.

i

Susan Durber is theology advisor for
Christian Aid

Small group discussion questions to
accompany this article are available
from www.reform-magazine.co.uk/
study-materials
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Small group discussion questions
July/August 2015
Chapter & verse – Susan Durber (p22)
Read Micah 7:13 and 19, followed by Susan Durber’s article.
1. What do you think are the most important challenges facing humankind?
2. In her first two paragraphs, Susan describes her changing attitude to climate change. How
would you describe your attitude? What makes you feel the way you do?
3. Susan says in paragraph four, “Prophets like Micah knew, with a deep wisdom and in a very
different context from ours, that there is a connection between human behaviour and the
natural world.” How do you think that connection manifested itself?
4. “But the earth will be desolate because of its inhabitants, for the fruit of their doings.” (7:13)
What do you think this verse meant to its first readers? Does it mean the same thing to us
today, or something different?
5. In paragraph five, Susan says that Micah “saw clearly that human beings will only flourish in
solidarity with creation”. What does solidarity with creation mean in practice?
6. In the same paragraph, Susan talks about the possibility of renewal. What form would that
take, and how would it come?
7. At the end of this paragraph, Susan describes her personal response to this narrative of
destruction and renewal. How do you respond to it?
8. Susan quotes Micah 6:8 in the last two paragraphs. What do justice, kindness and humility
have to do with climate change?
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For further reflection: “How long will the land mourn and the grass of every field wither? For
the evil of those who dwell in it the beasts and the birds are swept away, because they said,
‘He will not see our latter end.’” (Jeremiah 12:4)
Prayer: God, our creator, the world that you have given us is wonderfully beautiful and richly
fertile but our power to desolate it seems to be beyond our power to control. Save us from
ourselves we pray, that the lands we are wasting might be made safe and fruitful again. Amen.
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