NEWS COMMENT INSPIRATION DEBATE

“Trinity affirms that Jesus is our window into the
heart of God. But where’s the Easter story in that?”

“...The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth...”
John 1: 1-5, 14-18

T

rinity Sunday 2015 takes place on 31
May; preachers who have not been
able to avoid this particular Sunday
will be wondering what on earth to
say, dusting off old sermons, scouring the
internet and marshalling illustrations based
on shamrocks. Church members will be
wondering why the Christian faith appears
to require a course in Greek philosophy,
whether or not they actually believe in the
Trinity (at least, what they understand of
it) and, most importantly, what it has to do
with the stories of Jesus and Easter.
Actually, Trinity has everything to do
with the stories of Jesus – and none more
so than the Easter accounts. We have
Trinity because we had Jesus among us.
Jesus changes forever how we think about,
believe and relate to God.
What John tells us in 1:15 is that the
disciples encountered not “a man of God”
but “God as a man”. All the gospels tell
us, in different ways, that Jesus is divine;
this verse in John’s prologue is the most
unambiguous statement that, in Jesus,
God has walked among us and shared our
lives. Uniquely, John tells us the story of
the encounter between Thomas and the
risen Jesus that culminates in Thomas
worshipping Jesus as “My Lord and my
God!” (John 20:28).
Trinity says that Thomas has discerned
something deeply true about Jesus (and
therefore about God) – it is appropriate
to worship Jesus, even though worship
belongs to God alone. If it is appropriate
to worship Jesus, then it is appropriate,
too, to commit all that we are to him
This is nothing short of being “born
again” – dying to everything that was, and
rising again in Christ to the New Life that

‘John wants to tell us
something mind-blowing’
Jesus came to bring (John 10:10). John’s
testimony, further, is that, in coming to
know Jesus, the disciples came to discover
that God – contrary to their deepest fears
and expectations – loves the world and is
determined to save it (1:18, cf 3:16-17). Jesus is
the walking, talking grace of God.
Trinity affirms that Jesus is our clearest,
most unambiguous window into the
mind and heart of God. When we look at
Jesus, we see God (cf 14:9). It is Jesus who
shows us the extraordinary reality of God’s
ceaseless, undeserved, passionate love and
determination for relationship with us that
we call “grace”; he shows us that this is
what drives God – a love that is determined
to save, rather than condemn. Because we

see it in Jesus, we can trust absolutely that
this is true of God. Or, as the Revd David
Jenkins (former Bishop of Durham) put it:
“God is. He is as he is in Jesus. Therefore
there is hope.”
But where’s the Easter story in all this?
It’s tucked away in 1:5: “The Light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness was
unable to put it out.” John wants to tell
us something mind-blowing: God comes
among us in Jesus, not to condemn us,
but to share our darkness. Over against
notions of a holy God who cannot bear or
risk contamination, the God we discover in
Jesus is one who comes precisely in order
both to share our deepest darkness and
save us, rather than condemn us. This God
will embrace all the hatred, resistance and
self-destruction we can muster in the cross.
The crucified Jesus – our evil and rebellion
made nakedly visible – becomes the very
means of God’s salvation and offer of Life,
in the manner that Moses’ bronze serpent
was for the Israelites in the desert (3: 14-15).
Trinity affirms that God is present and
involved in Good Friday, as well as Easter
Sunday. What happens to Jesus happens to
God. As Jesus suffers rejection, injustice,
mocking, abandonment, agony and
murder, God suffers as every parent who
has lost a child and had to watch in the
agony of helplessness.
Where is God when we are suffering
most? Easter tells us that God is right here
with us – not far removed and unmoved
by our pain and bewilderment. This God is
no mere fellow victim: God’s Last Word is
resurrection – the triumph of life and love.
The Trinitarian God is the Easter God –
our saviour.
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Small group discussion questions to
accompany this article are available from
www.reform-magazine.co.uk/
study-materials
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Small group discussion questions
May 2015
Chapter & verse – Lawrence Moore (p22)
Read John 1:1-5 and 10-18, followed by Lawrence Moore’s article.
1. Lawrence suggests, in the first paragraph, that the Trinity isn’t a popular subject among
preachers – or congregations. Why do you think that might be?
2. How do you understand Lawrence’s statement in paragraph two: “We have Trinity because
we had Jesus among us”?
3. Verse 14 of the Bible passage says: “The Word became flesh and lived among us”; Lawrence
says in paragraph three: “In Jesus, God has walked among us”. What difference do these
ideas make to you?
4. The phrase “born again” can have different meanings. What meaning does Lawrence give it
in paragraph four? Do you think this is the same as the birth that we read about in John 1:12-13?
5. Lawrence says in paragraph five of “Chapter & verse”: “Jesus is our clearest, most
unambiguous window into the heart and mind of God.” What kind of God do you see when
you look through that window?
6. What connection does Lawrence make between verse five of the Bible passage and the
Trinity and Easter? What difference does the idea of the Trinity make to our understanding
of Easter?
7. “Where is God when we are suffering most?” What answer does Lawrence suggest to his
question in the last paragraph? Do you find his approach helpful?
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For further reflection: “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things”. (Colossians 1: 19-20)
Prayer: Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, what a gift you have given us, that in your human
life we see God the invisible, and know God the incomprensible. Help us to see you better
and know you better, we pray. Help us to see and to know something more of God in our own
lives. Amen.
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