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In the flesh, part one: Sex and the Bible
Carla Grosch-Miller (p28)

In her article, Carla offers a list of Bible passages that are related to sex, many quite long. If
possible, give a passage to each person to read beforehand, so that when you meet together
you can all report on what you have read. Alternatively, you can divide some of the shorter
passages between you during the meeting.

1. The first paragraph of “Sex and the Bible” describes a difference of opinion about the
relationship between “Christian family values” and the Bible’s sexual ethics. What are
Christian family values? Are they a good interpretation of what the Bible teaches?

2. The books of the Bible, Carla says, “came to us through particular human beings whose
understanding and perceptions were shaped by their culture”. What difference does this
make to way you read the Bible’s teaching on sex and gender?

3. Share with the group the passages you have read before the session, or read them now.
For each one, discuss the following questions:
I. What does the passage say?
ll. What are the writer’s assumptions about sex and gender?
ll. How different is the writer’s assumptions and declarations to your own point of view?
IV. What might life have been like back then?
V. How do you feel about what you read? Is it challenging? Uncomfortable? Reassuring?
Dislikeable? Valuable?
VI. Should what you read here shape the way you live today?
VII. How do the different passages you read relate to each other? Do they contrast
conflict or confirm? Do they shed light on each other, or pull in different directions?
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4. In paragraphs six and seven (starting “Here is some information...”), Carla describes a very
different world from ours. What help does this give you in understanding the Bible passages
you’'ve read? Does knowing how different the lives of the biblical writers were to ours make
the Bible easier or harder to understand on the subject of sex?

5. “Sex and the Bible” ends with questions: “How do we discern what we read? What godly
values guide our thinking?” Are there rules or principles that govern how you read and
interpret Bible passages such as the ones you have been looking at? How can we make sure
that we read the Bible well?

For further reflection: “Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and | will observe it to the
end. Give me understanding, that | may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.”
Psalm 119:33-34

Prayer: Unchanging God, while human ways, societies, laws and beliefs change and change
again, we learn how poor we are at knowing right from wrong, good from bad, love from
hatred —and poorer still at acting on what we know. Lost in these seas of change, your love is
our anchor, the one unchanging truth we have. Help us to know that love, to receive it, and to
live it out in our dealings with one another. Amen
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